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Executive Summary
Policy Uptake activities constitute a core action of the LIFE GAIA Sense project which is highly relevant
in terms of the current and future EU policy context, led by the European Green Deal and the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP), the main EU policy that is expected to incorporate and implement the
European Green Deal’s priorities in terms of the green and digital transition of the EU primary sector.
Despite the undeniable significant progress that has been made in recognizing at EU policy level the
fact that digitalization can be a key enabler of sustainability for all EU farmers, there is still a lot of
effort needed to be put in “educating” policy makers be it at a theoretical and technical level or at
keeping them abreast of the developments taking place on the field, with a specific focus on concrete
sustainability benefits. The “education” effort is even more important when taking into consideration
the “convergence” of agricultural policy with other EU policies, mainly environment, climate, food,
public health & digital policy.
Considering the above, the LIFE GAIA Sense policy uptake strategic planning has identified suitable key
messages that have been selected in order to reach out to policy makers and maximize the project’s
impact, taking advantage of GAIA EPICHEIREIN’s strong presence and reputation in the Brussels agrifood lobbying sphere. More specifically, the main available lobbying & networking tools exploited were
the European farmers and agri-cooperatives organizations COPA-COGECA network and the possibility
to actively participate in high-profile EU events in order to effectively target key policy/decisionmakers. The second implementation option has been even more helpful when considering the COVID
19 pandemic that has severely impacted traditional lobbying & networking activities.
The policy uptake actions undertaken have been instrumental in both maximizing the impact of the
LIFE GAIA Sense project and achieving concrete policy outputs. The relevant actions are ongoing and
will progressively involve more project related content as the LIFE GAIA Sense unfolds and are planned
to reach their peak, including all the described sub-actions, always taking into account the specific EU
policy context and timeline at the time of planning the actions.
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1. Introduction
1.1 Project Summary
The main objective of the LIFE GAIA Sense project is to demonstrate gaiasense, an innovative “Smart
Farming” (SF) solution that aims at reducing the consumption of natural resources, as a way to protect
the environment and support Circular Economy (CE) models.
More specifically, this project will launch 18 demonstrators across Greece, Spain and Portugal covering
9 crops (olives, peaches, cotton, pistachio, potatoes, table tomatoes, industrial tomatoes, almonds,
kiwi) in various terrain and microclimatic conditions. They will demonstrate an innovative method,
based on high-end technology, which is suitable for being replicated and will be accessible and
affordable to farmers either as individuals or collectively through Agricultural Cooperatives.
Moreover, LIFE GAIA Sense aims to promote resource efficiency practices in SMEs of the agricultural
sector and eventually, contribute to the implementation of the Roadmap to a Resource Efficient
Europe. This project will demonstrate a method on how the farmer will be able to decide whether to
use or avoid inputs (irrigation, fertilizers, pesticides etc.) and more specifically how to apply them in a
most efficient way, without risking the annual production. The focus is on the resource consumption
reduction side of CE, and the results will be both qualitatively and quantitatively, considering the
resources’ efficiency in agricultural sector.

1.2 Document Scope
This deliverable presents the strategic planning and up to date implemented lobbying activities aiming
to make sure that the results of the project reach the appropriate policy makers and influence them
into taking decisions that will help maximise the impact of the project at a national and European level.

1.3 Document Structure
This document is comprised of the following chapters:
Chapter 1 presents an introduction to the project and the document
Chapter 2 presents the policy context & policy relevance of the project
Chapter 3 presents the policy uptake activities strategic planning
Chapter 4 presents the policy uptake activities report and material
Chapter 5 presents the conclusions & way forward
The ANNEX presents background material (Agendas & Powerpoint presentations) of policy uptake
activities mentioned in the document.
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2. Policy context & policy relevance of the project
2.1 Policy context
The LIFE GAIA Sense project Action D.2 Policy Uptake started being implemented in December 2019,
right at the moment where the newly appointed European Commission published the European Green
Deal Communication1, the overarching EU growth strategy for the decades to come, aiming to
transform the EU into a fair and prosperous society, with a modern, resource-efficient and competitive
economy where there are no net emissions of greenhouse gases in 2050 and where economic growth
is decoupled from resource use.
To achieve these aims, it is essential to increase the value given to protecting and restoring natural
ecosystems, to the sustainable use of resources and to improving human health. Digital technologies
are a critical enabler for attaining the sustainability goals of the Green deal in many different sectors.
Thus, to address the twin challenge of the green and the digital transformation, the Commission will
support work to unlock the full benefits of the digital transformation to support the green-ecological
transition. As explicitly mentioned in the Communication Shaping Europe’s digital future, “the digital
component will […] be key in reaching the ambitions of the European Green Deal and the Sustainable
Development Goals. As powerful enablers for the sustainability transition, digital solutions can advance
the circular economy, support the decarbonisation of all sectors and reduce the environmental and
social footprint of products placed on the EU market”2.
2.1.1

Agricultural policy: at the heart of the transition, at the intersection of other EU policies

With farming covering about 48% of the EU's land surface area (in 2013, of the actively farmed area
60% was used for arable crops, 33% for permanent grassland and 7% for permanent crops)3, EU
agriculture & agricultural policy are key to delivering the objectives of the European Green Deal when
it comes to protecting natural resources and tackling climate change.
However, the European Green Deal does not only aim to improve sustainability of production methods
in the EU farming sector, but to transform Europe’s food systems in a broader sense. Thus, to deliver

1

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS, The European Green Deal, COM(2019) 640 final, Brussels,
11.12.2019
2 ΕUROPEAN COMMISSION - SHAPING EUROPE’S DIGITAL FUTURE (FEBRUARY 2020) https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-

shaping-europes-digital-future_en , p. 6
3

EUROPEAN COMMISSION, DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT, MODERNISING AND SIMPLIFYING THE
CAP, Background Document - Climate and Environmental challenges facing EU agriculture and rural areas, p.8
(https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/food-farming-fisheries/key_policies/documents/env_background_final_en.pdf)
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the European Green Deal, there is a need, among other, to rethink agricultural policy jointly with other
policies with a specific focus on environment, climate, food & public health policies.
To this end, the Commission has presented:
 the ‘Farm to Fork’ Strategy aiming to reduce the environmental and climate footprint of the EU
food system and strengthen its resilience, ensure food security nutrition and public health in
the face of climate change and biodiversity loss and lead a global transition towards
competitive sustainability from farm to fork and tapping into new opportunities. To accelerate
and facilitate the transition and ensure that all foods placed on the EU market become
increasingly sustainable, the Commission will make a legislative proposal for a framework for
a sustainable food system before the end of 2023;
 the Biodiversity Strategy, working in tandem with the ‘Farm to Fork’ strategy and aiming to step
up efforts to support and incentivise the transition to fully sustainable agricultural practices,
as well as to protect soil fertility, reduce soil erosion and increase soil organic matter.
The European Green Deal calls on the EU to consider the potential role of new innovative techniques
to improve the sustainability of the food system and thus both strategies are underpinned by a strong
emphasis on innovation, and namely technological innovation. Digital technologies are considered to
be key drivers in accelerating the transition to sustainable, healthy and inclusive food systems from
primary production to consumption, as well as in fighting against biodiversity. Therefore, EU
agricultural policy needs to coordinate with EU digital policy too, as well as with EU research &
innovation policy, in pursuing the ambitious sustainability objectives of the European Green Deal.
2.1.2

The European Green Deal & the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)

Since its creation in 1962, CAP objectives have steadily evolved to respond to EU society changes and
needs, providing a central and connecting role among different food-systems dimensions, such as
environmental protection and support for rural development. In particular, three reforms have played
a central role in shaping the strategic direction of the CAP towards sustainability. Firstly, the 1992
reform, in line with the principle of sustainable development launched by the Rio Earth Summit, began
incentivizing ‘environmentally compatible’ farming practices through direct payments. Secondly, the
Fischler Reform in 2003 consolidated the central role of food quality, environmental protection, animal
health and welfare, and rural development in the EU agriculture by introducing the cross compliance
concept. Thirdly, the 2013 reform increased the direct support to producers to respond to long-term
objectives reflecting the three dimensions of sustainability: viable food production, balanced rural
development, and sustainable natural resources management and climate action.
Sustainability is currently placed at the heart of the political agenda not only in the EU, as briefly
presented in section 2.1.1., but also at international level. Notably, the COP21 Paris Agreement and
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the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), that the EU is strongly committed to take
action on, set the global blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all including the
transition towards more sustainable food systems. This means that European farming needs to step
up its contribution towards the EU’s environmental objectives and that the CAP should enhance its EU
added value by reflecting a higher level of environmental and climate ambition, as well as address
citizens' concerns regarding sustainable agricultural production.
Within the context of the CAP’s steady progress towards sustainability and taking into consideration
the current political agenda at international/EU level, on 1 June 2018, the European Commission
presented the legislative proposals on the future of the CAP. The proposals outline the way ahead for
the CAP, shaping a simpler and more efficient policy that provides for a solid structure within which
will be incorporated the sustainable ambitions of the European Green Deal. The future CAP reform is
due to be implemented from 1 January 2023, pending final agreement between the European
Parliament and the Council of the EU.
The Commission's proposals aim to foster a sustainable and competitive agricultural sector that can
contribute significantly to the European Green Deal, especially with regard to the farm to fork strategy
and biodiversity strategy. In particular, the proposals focus on:
 securing a fair deal and a stable economic future for farmers;
 setting higher ambitions for environmental and climate action;
 safeguarding agriculture’s position at the heart of Europe’s society.
Those objectives shall be complemented by the cross-cutting objective of modernising the sector by
fostering and sharing of knowledge, innovation and digitalisation in agriculture and rural areas, and
encouraging their uptake.
In its proposals, the Commission sets out a new green architecture for the CAP, featuring strengthened
mandatory requirements and increased funding opportunities for the green and digital transition of
EU Agricultures. Amongst the measures foreseen in the proposals is a new stream of funding from the
CAP's direct payments budget for "eco-schemes", which will support and incentivise farmers to
undertake agricultural practices beneficial for the climate, biodiversity, and the environment. At the
same time, a list of indicators will steer and monitor the policy implementation and performance, in
particular result indicators involving the use of chemical pesticides and fertilizers, which will also serve
to set milestones for the implementation of the CAP in Member States.
Knowledge and innovation are essential for a smart, resilient and sustainable agricultural sector. The
CAP of the future will both encourage increased investment in research and innovation and enable
farmers and rural communities to benefit from it. The European Commission has proposed to set aside
€10 billion from the Horizon Europe programme for research and innovation in food, agriculture, rural
development and the bioeconomy.
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2.1.3

Transition to the future CAP: the preparation of the national strategic plans

Each EU country will draw up their own CAP strategic plan, setting out how they will direct CAP funding
towards specific targets and how these targets will contribute to the overall EU objectives. All strategic
plans will be submitted to the European Commission for evaluation and approval before the end of
2022. According to the European Green Deal Communication “the Commission will work with the
Member States and stakeholders to ensure that from the outset the national strategic plans for
agriculture fully reflect the ambition of the Green Deal and the Farm to Fork Strategy. The Commission
will ensure that these strategic plans are assessed against robust climate and environmental criteria.
These plans should lead to the use of sustainable practices, such as precision agriculture, organic
farming, agro-ecology, agro-forestry and stricter animal welfare standards”4.

2.2 Policy relevance of the LIFE GAIA Sense project
The LIFE GAIA Sense project being structured around Smart Farming (SF), as a solution that reduces
the impact of agricultural production practices on natural resources and thus protects the environment
and contributes to tackling climate change, is placed at the heart of the main EU policy initiatives at
present and for the next decades.
As described in the previous section 2.1, the green and digital transition of EU agriculture is a key policy
dimension of the European Green Deal that is closely linked, however, with a set of policy fields and
relevant initiatives such as health & food safety, climate action, environment, digital economy and
society, research & innovation, space & SME’s, as well as the functioning of the EU financial system.
The main agriculture-related European Green Deal policy initiatives, such as the Farm to Fork and
Biodiversity strategies and the reform of the CAP as the main policy vehicle for the implementation of
those strategies, as well as a policy explicitly involving digitalization of the agricultural production
process, remain at the epicenter of the LIFE GAIA Sense project’s policy focus. Nevertheless, it is
considered equally important to monitor policy developments in all EU Green Deal related fields
mentioned above.
The following table gives a brief overview of the policy fields/initiatives linked to the LIFE GAIA Sense
project.

4

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL, THE
COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS, The
European
Green
Deal,
COM(2019)
640
final,
Brussels,
11.12.2019,
p.
12
(https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/european-green-deal-communication_en.pdf)

“Consider the environment before print”

Page 11 of 78

Policy Uptake
Final version – v.1.0, 28.04.2021

Table 1. Main policy fields/initiatives linked to the LIFE GAIA Sense project
POLICY FIELD

EUROPEAN GREEN
DEAL

AGRICULTURAL POLICY

HEALTH & FOOD SAFETY

CLIMATE ACTION

ENVIRONMENT

DIGITAL ECONOMY & SOCIETY

RESEARCH & INNOVATION

INTERNAL MARKET, INDUSTRY,
ENREPRENEURSHIP & SMEs

FINANCIAL STABILITY, FINANCIAL
SERVICES & CAPITAL MARKETS UNION
BUDGET

“Consider the environment before print”

POLICY INITIATIVES
-

Farm 2 Fork (F2F) Strategy
Biodiversity Strategy
European Climate Law/European Climate Pact
Zero Pollution Action Plan (air, water, soil)
European Green Deal Investment Plan (EGDIP)/Sustainable
Europe Investment Plan (SEIP)
- Sustainable Finance
- Reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
- Preparation of the CAP National Strategic Plans
- Integration of F2F Strategy & Biodiversity Strategy goals in the
CAP & the CAP National Strategic Plans
- Farm 2 Fork Strategy
- General Food Law (Traceability)
- Food Information to Consumers (Labelling)
- Food Waste/Food Losses (Revised EU Waste Legislation 2018)
- European Climate Law
- European Climate Pact
- EU's emission-reduction efforts (LULUCF sector – land-use,
land-use change and forestry)
- EU adaptation strategy
- Biodiversity Strategy
- EU Water Legislation/Nitrates Directive
- Clean Air Policy Package
- Circular Economy Action Plan
- EU digital strategy (Shaping Europe’s Digital Future)
- EU data strategy
- Research & Innovation Policy on Agriculture, Climate,
Environment, Food
- Bioeconomy Strategy
SPACE POLICY
- Space Strategy for Europe
- Space Programmes
SME’s
- SME strategy for a sustainable and digital Europe
Action Plan on Sustainable Finance & relevant legislative package
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027
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3. Policy uptake activities strategic planning
3.1 Priorities, Challenges & Key messages
3.1.1 Priorities
As shown by the analysis of the policy context & relevance of the LIFE GAIA Sense project presented in
the previous chapter, the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), that is currently under
discussion in the context of interinstitutional trilogues and is to be implemented from 2023 onwards,
is the main policy uptake priority of the project. Apart from being a Common policy & a reference for
all EU farmers, the CAP is the structure and main policy vehicle for the integration of all the agriculture
related EU policy initiatives stemming from the EU Green Deal.
More specifically, the principal focus of our policy uptake activities lies on the digitalization dimension
of the future CAP that is mainly linked with:
 the promotion of digital technologies in the production process in order to achieve balanced
economic and environmental sustainability and contribute to tackling climate change as well
as to the quantified reductions in plant protection products (1st pillar green architecture and
eco-schemes, 2nd pillar rural infrastructure measures);
 the achievement of the Farm to Fork strategy objectives as regards the sustainable use of
pesticides (reducing by 50% the use and the risk of chemical pesticides by 2030 and by 50%
the use of high-risk pesticides) and the improvement of water quality (reducing nutrient losses
by at least 50% in 2030);
 the integration of the digital dimension in the provision of technologically enhanced “smart”
advice to EU farmers (Farm Advisory System, Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation System);
 the contribution to the transparency & traceability of the food system as a whole from farmer
to consumer.
3.1.2 Challenges
The ambitious agriculture-related objectives set by the European Green Deal and the future CAP and
the contribution of the digitalization of the production process to the achievement of those objectives
are not to be considered as given, be it at field implementation or at policy design level, the former
strongly affecting the latter.
At present, the digital revolution in the farming sector is at an embryonic level. As mentioned in a
recent study conducted for the Agriculture Committee of the European Parliament, “overall, the
uptake of precision farming in the EU remains low (Barnes et al., 2019). For instance, according to the
European Agricultural Machinery Association (EAMA), only 35% of fertilizer spreaders are today sold
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with a precision weighing instrument included, which is the essential component in adjusting the
quantity and direction of spread”5.
We would also be justified to claim that the integration of the digitalization dimension in EU policies
and the design of suitable policy tools is also at an embryonic level at the current stage. Despite the
undeniable significant progress that has been made in recognizing the fact that digitalization can be a
key enabler of sustainability for all EU farmers, there is still a lot of effort needed to be put in
“educating” policy makers be it at a theoretical and technical level or at keeping them abreast of the
developments taking place on the field, with a specific focus on concrete sustainability benefits. The
“education” effort is even more important when taking into consideration the “convergence” of
agricultural policy with other EU policies, mainly environment, climate, food, public health & digital
policy. However, the identified “education” effort in terms of policy uptake activities regards both
agriculture and also non-agriculture policy makers.
3.1.3 Key messages
Taking into consideration the policy context described in the previous chapter, the challenges
identified in the above paragraph and the core objectives & tools of the LIFE GAIA Sense project, a
selection of key messages have been put forward in order to serve the strategic objectives of the policy
uptake activities, presented in the table below.
Table 2. Key Messages (KMs) of policy uptake activities
KM 1 - Smart farming can bring concrete sustainability benefits to all EU farmers, whichever the size &
production orientation of their farm;
KM 2 - Smart Farming needs to be understood as a holistic process that involves Precision Farming as part of
the process. Smart Farming regards the use of digital technology to improve the overall decisions
taken in a farm while Precision Farming focuses on application methods;
KM 3 - Smart Farming is closely linked with the provision of smart advice to farmers: it is a human-centered
approach where the agricultural advisor plays a key role in the systematic diffusion of knowledge to
the farmer, accompanying his sustainability efforts all along the way, based on accurate data and

5

Guyomard, H., Bureau J.-C. et al. (2020), Research for AGRI Committee – The Green Deal and the CAP: policy
implications to adapt farming practices and to preserve the EU’s natural resources. European Parliament,
Policy
Department
for
Structural
and
Cohesion
Policies,
Brussels
(https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/629214/IPOL_STU(2020)629214_EN.pdf),
p.p. 66-67
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scientific knowledge. The agricultural advisor also acts as innovation broker bringing together
knowledge & data from all involved stakeholders & machinery (scientists, agronomists, farmers);
KM 4 - Smart Farming is not competitive but compatible to other sustainable agricultural practices (ie organic
farming);
KM 5 - Collective farmers’ schemes (agri-cooperatives, producer organizations) are advantageous platforms
for the diffusion of knowledge & innovation to farmers in an environment of trust, thus contributing
to speeding up the digital transition of the EU farming sector;
KM 6 - Smart Farming needs to be explicitly recognized as a sustainable practice & be supported with suitable
policy tools and financing as such;
KM 7 - Smart Farming should be enabled and supported not only within the CAP policy toolbox, but also in
the context of other EU policies.

3.2. Policy uptake methodology
3.2.1 Planned sub-actions
The following table presents the sub-actions of the Policy Uptake Action D.2, as described in the LIFE
GAIA Sense project p.p. 101-102.
Table 3. Policy Uptake sub-actions of the LIFE GAIA Sense project
D2.1 Forum with Copa Cogeca [M19-M48]
Considering the fact that GAIA is a member of both the Committee of Professional Agricultural
Organisations (COPA) and the General Committee for Agricultural Cooperation in the European Union
(COGECA) it is plausible that the project’s outcomes are communicated to Copa and Cogeca’s the
Working Party on Environment and Climate Change and the Task Force on Agricultural Technology,
during their regular meetings.
D2.2 Policy uptake event at the GAIA Conference on agri-food [M39-M41]
GAIA’s Panhellenic Congress on the Development of Greek Agriculture which is organised annually
during autumn, will be exploited. It’s a reference point for the Greek agri-food sector, engaging more
than 500 representatives of the farming community, the academic & research community, regional,
national and EU authorities from the agri-food chain, who exchange views on trends and policies
affecting the development of Greek & EU agriculture. A special track focusing on policy makers, will be
organised in the context of the conference that will be organised in the autumn of 2021.
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D2.3 Lobbying activities with policy makers at EU level [M19-M48]
Intensive lobbying activities with policy makers at EU level are going to be an integral part of LIFE GAIA
Sense policy update activities. The overall aim of those activities is to raise awareness on the project
and its significant policy relevance and create linkages with key policy makers. In the context of the
project, the following related activities are expected to take place:
 Establish contacts with key members of various EU institutions, such as EC’s DG AGRI, DG
ENVIRONMENT and DG GROW, the European Parliament (staff from Committees of interest, STOA
panelists etc.) and the European Council;
 Enhance existing connections with EU bodies, including but not limited to ESA, EIP-AGRI and AIOTI;
 Engage with key stakeholders at EU level, such as COPA COGECA, Farm Europe, DIGITALEUROPE, the
European Association of Remote Sensing Companies (EARSC) and the European Regions for
Innovation in Agriculture, Food and Forestry (ERIAFF), among others.
D2.4 Event at the European Parliament [M43-M46]
The project plans to organize a LIFE GAIA Sense event at the European Parliament approximately three
months before the end of the project. By that time, LIFE GAIA Sense will have tangible outcomes to
showcase and communication impact will be very important considering the scheduled EU policy
developments (reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, discussions on the EU’s Multiannual
Financial Framework 2020-2027 or the Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe, etc). The event will
be organized by the LIFE GAIA Sense consortium with the support of its GAIA’s Brussels offices and will
be hosted by Members of the European Parliament. The objective of the event will be to raise
awareness on the project results by underlining its significant policy relevance and present its
recommendations for new policies. The LIFE GAIA Sense event will bring together all the interested
parties from the targeted policy areas related to the project (agriculture and environment).

3.2.2. Means of implementation
3.2.2.1 Available structures
As presented in the LIFE GAIA Sense project description of Action D.2, the main structure used for the
deployment of Policy Uptake activities is GAIA EPICHEIREIN’s Brussels office.
GAIA EPICHEIREIN holds a representation office in Brussels as of 2015. Its main mission is to monitor
developments at the EU level concerning GAIA EPICHEIREIN’s areas of activity and provide relevant
information, as well as represent the company in its contacts and networking with representatives of
EU institutions and representative bodies of the primary and broader agri-food sector at EU level.
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As of June 2017, GAIA EPICHEIREIN is a full and permanent member of the European farmers and agricooperative organizations COPA & COGECA. Furthermore, it is a member of the European think-tank
FARM EUROPE as well as of the European Forum for Agricultural & Rural Advisory Services (EUFRAS),
the network representing private and public agricultural advisors at the EU level.
Additionally, the Panhellenic Congress on the Development of Greek Agriculture, organized on an
annual basis by GAIA EPICHEIREIN has been planned to serve the project’s Policy Uptake objectives.
The Congress, after 7 successful editions, has become an institution and a meeting point for
stakeholders in Greece’s primary and broader agri-food sector and has since the beginning involved
high-level speakers from the EU institutions and from EU representative bodies/organizations.
3.2.2.2 Methodological approach for the implementation of sub-action D2.3 Lobbying activities with
policy makers at EU level
It has to be mentioned that the start of the implementation of the policy uptake activities of the LIFE
GAIA Sense project (M19-December 2019) coincided with the advent of the COVID 19 crisis. This
situation, that is still ongoing, had a significant impact on the implementation of sub-action D.3
lobbying activities with policy makers at EU level, since traditional lobbying/networking methods (like
organised & non-organised side-event opportunities for bilateral meetings) have been significantly
reduced.
Taking into consideration the exceptional situation due to the COVID 19 pandemic and, regardless of
this, looking for a method that could maximize key messages diffusion & overall impact of the LIFE
GAIA Sense project, the chosen methodological approach for reaching out to policy makers is the active
participation of GAIA EPICHEIREIN and NEUROPUBLIC representatives as speakers in high-profile
events organized by the European Institutions or by representative bodies/organizations of the EU
primary and broader agri-food sector. This is considered as the best way to take advantage of GAIA
EPICHEIREIN’s reputation in the Brussels agri-food lobbying sphere, combining the Brussels office
activities with the objectives of the LIFE GAIA Sense project.
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4. Policy uptake activities report and material
Considering the reporting period of the Deliverable “First policy uptake activities report and material”
(M19-M34), the present report covers only up to date implemented activities (April 2021-M34) for
sub-actions D2.1 Forum with Copa Cogeca and D2.3 Lobbying activities with policy makers at EU level.

4.1. Forum with Copa-Cogeca
Working Parties (WPs) of Copa-Cogeca are permanent structures that allow the organization to hold
regular meetings with experts coming from its national member-organizations under a specific theme.
The objective of each thematic WP is to gather national experts’ positions on the EU policy
developments related to the WP’s thematic focus and to produce common positions, as well as to
serve as a platform of sharing experiences and best practices between national member organisations.
In many occasions, external speakers (representatives of the EU Institutions and experts) are invited
by WPs to bring information and expertise and exchange with the members.
Task Forces (TFs) of Copa-Cogeca serve the same purposes with the only exception that they are ad
hoc and not permanent structures, with a pre-defined timeline of work under a specific theme.
The WPs and TFs relevant to the LIFE GAIA Sense project objectives, where GAIA EPICHEIREIN’s experts
have actively participated in order to promote the project’s key policy messages during the reporting
period are the following:
 WP Research & Innovation (met on 24/6/2020, 15/12/2020 and 16/3/2021)
It should be mentioned that on the meeting of the WP held on 23/09/2019, before the start of
the reporting period, a representative of NEUROPUBLIC presented to the members of the WP the
overall objectives of the LIFE GAIA Sense project (See ANNEX)
 WP on the Common Agricultural Policy (met on 13/1/2020, 6/2/2020, 12/10/2020, 10/12/2020
and 17/3/2021)
 WP on Environment (met on 3/6/2020 (Exchange of views with DG Environment), 30/9/2020, and
3/11/2020)
 Task Force on Agricultural Technology (met on 6/12/2019 and 9/12/2020)

4.2. Lobbying activities with policy makers at EU level
4.2.1.Overview of activities
According to the methodological approach described in chapter 3.2, GAIA has set as a target to ensure
active participation in high-profile events organized by the European Institutions or by representative
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bodies/organizations of the EU primary and broader agri-food sector, in order to effectively diffuse the
key messages in terms of policy uptake described in section 3.1.3.

The following table presents an overview of all the events that took place during the reporting period,
where GAIA and NP representatives were invited to participate as speakers.
Table 4. Overview of EU events participation
DATE

ORGANISER

EVENT/TITLE/CONTENT

GAIA/NP presentation

AUDIENCE/IMPACT

18-02-2020

European Parliament
Agriculture & Rural
Development Committee

Public Hearing
“EU Support for innovation
in agriculture”

“Digital Innovation for
Sustainable Agriculture : the
Greek Approach”

Members of the
European
Parliament

Innovation within the
Common Agriculture Policy
and the AGRI-EIP and
second, in the EU
Framework programme for
Research and Innovation
(Horizon Europe) and the
future Mission “Soil health
Food”

Elli TSIFOROU, Director
General, GAIA EPICHEIREIN

European
Commission
Representatives
(DG AGRI, DG RTD)

COGECA Business Forum
“Agri-food and
forestry cooperatives
heading towards climate
neutrality”

“Greek & EU Agri-Coops
towards climate neutrality :
best practices, challenges &
prerequisites for the
transition”

16-09-2020

COGECA - General
Confederation of
Agricultural Cooperatives

Representatives of
agri-food EU
lobbying
organisations

Elli TSIFOROU, Director
General, GAIA EPICHEIREIN
13-11-2020

DG Agriculture & Rural
Development

Civil dialogue group on
horticulture, olives and
spirits
Working Group on Olives

Greece: Olive oil production
forecast 2020/21; Area
developments; State
aid to the olive oil sector
Vasilis PYRGIOTIS
Head of Olive Division, GAIA
EPICHEIREIN

08-02-2021

DG Agriculture & Rural
Development
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Workshop
“Conversion of Farm
Accountancy Data Network
into the Farm Sustainability
Data Network”

“Smart farming data
for farmers and policy
makers”
Elli TSIFOROU, Director
General, GAIA EPICHEIREIN
Fotis
CHATZIPAPADOPOULOS,
President, NEUROPUBLIC

Member of Cabinet
of Executive VicePresident of the
European
Commission Mr
Frans Timmermans
Members of
COGECA
DG AGRI
representatives
Representatives of
the olive oil/olive
sector of the EU
(production,
processing,
marketing)
Representatives of
NGOs
DG AGRI, DG
CLIMA, DG ENVI
representatives
Representatives of
national FADN
networks
Private sector
companies
NGOs
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11-03-2021

Croplife Europe (formerly
known as ECPA)

Virtual Conference 2021
“Sustainable solutions to
protect crops”

“Smart farming for a more
sustainable agriculture”
Elli TSIFOROU, Director
General, GAIA EPICHEIREIN

EU Institutions
representatives
Representatives of
EU and national
agri-food lobbying
organisations
Representatives of
the European crop
protection industry

4.2.2.Background information & key messages
In this section Background Information on each event are presented, in order to provide further
information on the organizers and the context/content, as well as more detailed information on the
key messages convened by GAIA/NP representatives.
In each case, GAIA’s lobbying & networking activities in the Brussels environment and its gained
reputation were put at the service of the LIFE GAIA sense project in order to convene the key messages
and showcase the effort undertaken in the context of the project to jointly work with stakeholders
from other EU countries on the basis of the installed pilots.
It should be mentioned that as the project implementation progresses, LIFE GAIA Sense pilots concrete
sustainability outputs are going to be used in order to underpin the key messages of the project (see
Chapter 5 Conclusions and way forward).
The complete information on each event (Agendas & Powerpoint presentations) are provided in the
ANNEX.

4.2.2.1.

Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) of the European

Parliament Public Hearing “EU Support for innovation in agriculture” (18-02-2020)


Background Information

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (COMAGRI) comprised by 48 full members and
48 substitute members, is an important player in the shaping of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP),
as well as policies in the fields of animal health and welfare, plant health, agricultural products quality,
forestry and agroforestry of the Union. The majority of this work is done through preparation of the
reports for legislative proposals, falling under the co-decision procedure between Parliament and the
Council, for adoption in plenary. In addition to its legislative work, our Committee also monitors the
implementation of the adopted legislation. In this respect, it closely cooperates with the Commission,
the Council, other EU Institutions, and stakeholders.
An EP committee is permitted to organise a hearing with experts, where this is considered essential to
its work on a particular subject. Hearings can also be held jointly by two or more committees. Most
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committees organise regular hearings, as they allow them to hear from experts and hold discussions
on the key issues.
The public hearing that COMAGRI organized on 18/02/2020 focused on EU support for Innovation in
Agriculture: first, within the Common Agriculture Policy and the EIP-AGRI and second, in the EU
Framework programme for Research and Innovation (Horizon Europe) and the future Mission “Soil
health Food”6.


Key messages

GAIA was invited as an innovation best practice among COPA-COGECA members to present the
company’s efforts in terms of promoting digital innovation to increase sustainability of the Greek
primary sector.
GAIA’s presentation entitled “Digital Innovation for Sustainable Agriculture: the Greek Approach”,
presented the overall strategic & operational approach of the gaiasense smart farming tool.
LIFE GAIA Sense was put in evidence both in terms of EU pilot installations to enhance sustainability of
the EU farming sector, as well as in terms of the support that the LIFE programme provides to promote
sustainability solutions in the EU primary sector.
All policy uptake key messages were convened during the presentation based on the lessons learnt
from the installed pilots.

4.2.2.2. COGECA BUSINESS FORUM “Agri-food and forestry cooperatives heading towards climate
neutrality” (16-09-2020)


Background Information

COGECA (the General Confederation of Agricultural Cooperatives) represents the general and specific
interests of 22,000 European agri-food, forestry, and fishery cooperatives among the EU Institutions
and other socio-economic organisations contributing to European decision making.
The COGECA Business Forum is a high profile event organized twice per year aiming to generate
exchange of views between policymakers, cooperative representatives, farmer-members, and relevant
stakeholders on business strategies of European agri-cooperatives in relation to the most recent EU
and global policy developments and trends.

6

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/eu-support-for-innovation-in-agriculture/productdetails/20200219CHE07141
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Key messages

GAIA was invited as an innovation best practice among COGECA members to present the company’s
efforts in terms of promoting digital innovation in the agri-cooperative sector, as a means to achieve
sustainability & especially climate neutrality.
GAIA’s presentation entitled “Greek & EU Agri-Coops towards climate neutrality: best practices,
challenges & prerequisites for the transition” presented the overall strategic & operational approach
of the gaiasense smart farming tool, with a specific focus on its contribution to climate change
adaptation and mitigation.
LIFE GAIA Sense was put in evidence in terms of EU pilot installations involving agri-cooperatives, in
order to promote sustainability of the EU farming sector.
All policy uptake key messages were convened during the presentation, with a particular focus on KM
5.
4.2.2.3.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION DG AGRICULTURE Working Group on Olives of the Civil

Dialogue Groups on horticulture, olives and spirits (13-11-2020)


Background Information

Civil dialogue groups (CDG) 7 assist the European Commission and help to hold a regular dialogue on
all matters relating to the common agricultural policy (CAP), including rural development, and its
implementation.
The civil dialogue groups' tasks are:
 to hold a regular dialogue on all matters relating to the CAP, including rural development, and
its implementation;
 to bring about an exchange of experience and good practice;
 to assist the Commission and advise on policy;
 to deliver an opinion on specific matters;
 to monitor policy developments.
The groups are composed of at least European-level non-governmental organisations, including
representative associations, socio-economic interest groups, civil society organisations and trade
unions that are registered in the joint Transparency Register.

7

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/committees-and-advisory-councils/civildialogue-groups/cdg-explained_en
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The role of the Working Group on Olives of the Civil dialogue group on horticulture, olives and spirits
is to assist the Commission in maintaining a regular dialogue on all matters related to olive oil & olives
sectors.


Key messages

GAIA was invited as Greek member of COPA-COGECA in order to present the situation in terms of
production, prices and legal framework in the olive oil/olives sector in Greece.
GAIA’s presentation entitled “Olive oil production forecast 2020/21; Area developments; State aid to
the olive oil sector” put in evidence LIFE GAIA Sense in terms of EU pilot installations to achieve the
green and digital transition in olive growing.
Policy uptake KM 1 was convened during the presentation.

4.2.2.4.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION DG AGRICULTURE Workshop “Conversion of Farm Accountancy
Data Network into the Farm Sustainability Data Network” (08/02/2021)



Background Information

The Farm Accountancy Data Network (FADN)8 monitors EU farms' income and business activities. It is
also an important informative source for understanding the impact of the measures taken under the
common agricultural policy. FADN is the only source of microeconomic data based on harmonised
bookkeeping principles. It is based on national surveys and cover only EU agricultural holdings which
due to their size can be considered commercial. The methodology applied aims to provide
representative data according to three categories: region, economic size and type of farming.
As announced by DG AGRI in the COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT Analysis of links between
CAP Reform and Green Deal, “taking into account the importance of sound data and farm advice in the
achievement of ambition foreseen in the Green Deal, the Commission will propose legislation to convert
its Farm Accountancy Data Network (FADN) into the Farm Sustainability Data Network with a view to
also collect data on the Farm to Fork targets and other sustainability indicators, in full compliance with
provisions on the protection of data privacy. The new network, based on the voluntary participation of
farmers, will benchmark farm performance against regional, national or sectoral averages. Through
tailored advisory services, it will provide feedback and guidance to both small and big farmers on best
practices to improve their economic, environmental and climate performance, and link their experience

8

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/facts-and-figures/farms-farming-andinnovation/structures-and-economics/economics/fadn_en
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to the European Innovation Partnership and research projects. This will improve the sustainability of
participating farmers, including their incomes”9.
The Workshop organised by EC DG AGRI on the Conversion of the Farm Accountancy Data Network
into the Farm Sustainability Data Network brought together a network of specialists working with the
current FADN system in the Member States, the European Commission services, researchers and best
practices from the public and private sectors for data collection and data sharing in the agricultural
sector.
The participants exchanged on the farm level sustainable data needs, the best practices, on possible
data collection tools and on the farm advisory mechanism.


Key messages

GAIA was invited as an innovation best practice from the private sector in Greece, in order to present
the company’s efforts in terms of promoting digital innovation as a means to achieve sustainability and
also to showcase smart farming’s contribution in effectively collecting sustainability data for policy
monitoring purposes (Green Deal & CAP).
GAIA’s presentation entitled “Smart farming data for farmers and policy makers” presented the overall
strategic & operational approach of the gaiasense smart farming tool, with a specific focus the
sustainability data that can be used for policy monitoring purposes (Green Deal & CAP).
LIFE GAIA Sense was put in evidence in terms of EU pilot installations to promote sustainability of the
EU farming sector.
KMs 1-3 were convened during the presentation.
4.2.2.5. CROPLIFE Virtual Conference 2021 “Sustainable solutions to protect crops”10 (11-03-2021)


Background Information

CropLife Europe formerly known as European Crop Protection Association has expanded its scope of
mandate as of 1st of January 2021. Alongside pesticides, CropLife Europe represents 22 company
members and 32 national associations in the area of digital and precision farming, plant biotech
innovation and biopesticides.

9

COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT Analysis of links between CAP Reform and Green Deal,
SWD(2020) 93 final, Brussels, 20.5.2020, p. 21 (https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/food-farmingfisheries/sustainability_and_natural_resources/documents/analysis-of-links-between-cap-and-greendeal_en.pdf)

10

https://croplifeeurope.eu/media/events/sustainable-solutions-to-protect-crops/
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The virtual conference provided an opportunity for industry and other stakeholders to hear about the
latest developments that are affecting and influencing the regulatory environment of solutions to
protect crops. Within the context of the European Green Deal – the virtual conference was also a fitting
occasion to discuss opportunities and threats for agriculture at the European level.


Key messages

GAIA was invited as a digital innovation best practice to present the company’s efforts in terms of
promoting digital innovation to increase sustainability of the Greek primary sector.
GAIA’s presentation entitled “Smart farming for a more sustainable agriculture”, presented the overall
strategic & operational approach of the gaiasense smart farming tool, with a particular focus on its
contribution to more effective & sustainable plant protection.
LIFE GAIA Sense was put in evidence in terms of EU pilot installations to promote sustainability
solutions in the EU farming sector.
KMs 1-3 were convened during the presentation.

5. Conclusions and way forward
Taking into account the policy context and the strategic planning of the policy uptake activities
described in chapters 2 and 3, as well as the up to date progress of the LIFE GAIA Sense project, the
implemented activities have contributed significantly in:
-

making the LIFE GAIA Sense project recognizable among EU decision and policy makers as one
of the EU programmes contributing to the green and digital transition of the EU primary sector;

-

“educating” policy makers both at a theoretical and technical level based on the developments
taking place on the field, among which, LIFE GAIA Sense smart farming pilots, on the
sustainability benefits of smart farming;

-

spreading the key messages and achieving concrete policy outputs. On 14/01/2021, the
Commission published a list of potential agricultural practices that the eco-schemes (see
section 2.1.2.) could support in the future common agricultural policy (CAP), providing farmers,
national administrations, scientists and stakeholders a base for further discussion on making
the best use of this new instrument within the national CAP strategic plans11. Precision farming
has been included in the list. In the initial proposals the Commission made no indication of the

11

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-publishes-list-potential-eco-schemes-2021-jan-14_en
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potential eco-schemes that could be designed and promoted by Member States, leaving the
room for not taking into account digital solutions in the production process.
Policy uptake activities, according to the strategic planning described in the present document, are
ongoing and as the LIFE GAIA Sense project unfolds they will progressively involve more project related
content (outputs of the EU pilot installations) and reach their peak, including all sub-actions of Action
D.2.
Considering the timeline for the implementation of the reformed CAP, which is the main policy focus
of the LIFE GAIA Sense project, efforts are going to concentrate, among other, on the preparation of
the national CAP Strategic plans, which are foreseen to be tabled and approved by the EC until the
end of 2022, in order for the policy to start being implemented from 2023.
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ANNEX
1) Agenda of the COPA-COGECA WP Research and Innovation
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2) Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) of the European Parliament Public
Hearing “EU Support for innovation in agriculture” (18-02-2020)
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3) COGECA BUSINESS FORUM “Agri-food and forestry cooperatives heading towards climate
neutrality” (16-09-2020)
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4) EUROPEAN COMMISSION DG AGRICULTURE Working Group on Olives of the Civil Dialogue
Groups on horticulture, olives and spirits (13-11-2020)
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5) EUROPEAN COMMISSION DG AGRICULTURE Workshop “Conversion of Farm Accountancy
Data Network into the Farm Sustainability Data Network” (08/02/2021)
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6) CROPLIFE Virtual Conference 2021 “Sustainable solutions to protect crops” (11-03-2021)
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